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Image: Glenn R. Cooke at home in his West End garden, with his dog Fella, 2021. Photograph courtesy Westender online magazine. 

In 2020, PGQ's Board of Directors decided to create a new bursary program, funded by 
donations from their own wallets.  

The Directors Circle Bursary was intended as a separate program to our usual bursaries, 
one which could be more targeted and responsive while still focused on providing staff 
working in member organisations with opportunities to pursue their professional 
development goals. 

When well-known and much-loved art researcher and historian, curator, collector of the 
weird and wonderful and avid gardener Glenn R. Cooke passed away in January 2025, it 
was suggested at a Board meeting that we rename our Directors Circle Bursary in his 
honour. 

Glenn was known and loved by everyone on the Board of PGQ.  

Although he was worldly and well-travelled Glenn understood regional Queensland better 
than most, having been the son of a shearer, born and raised in Blackall. Always polite and 



always dressed in a bright tropical shirt, he was exceedingly generous with his time, always 
happy to share his skills and expertise with new and emerging curators. Glenn was 
Queensland Art Gallery's first Curator of Decorative Arts, a position he held for 32 years 
until his retirement in 2013. 

PGQ couldn't think of a more suitable person to name their special bursary after. Thanks to 
Glenn's Estate, the Glenn R. Cooke Directors Circle Bursary will be offered in parallel with 
our other professional development bursaries.  


