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The Board of PGQ in 2025

Tracy Heathwood,
Director, Artspace Mackay.

Ashleigh Campbell,

Artistic Director/CEO, NorthSite Contemporary Arts (resigned 14 August 2025)

Brian Tucker,
Chartered Public Accountant / Individual Member

Claire Sourgnes,
Director, Ipswich Art Gallery

Anna Thurgood,
Engagement Officer, State Library Queensland / Individual Member

Kate Teed (nee Tuart),
Gallery Director, Gympie Regional Gallery

Susi Muddiman,
Director, Gallery & Visual Arts HOTA (resigned 3 November 2025)
PGQ Staff in 2025

Membership Officer
Michele Pickering

Three meetings of the PGQ Board of Directors were held in 2025.

attend

Name of Director No. of meetings eligible to No. of meetings attended

Ashleigh Campbell

Tracey Heathwood

Susi Muddiman

Claire Sourgnes

Kate Teed

Anna Thurgood

WWWWIN|WIN

Brian Tucker

WININ|WIN NN

PGQ 2025 Annual Report
Page 3



President’s Report

Tracey Heathwood

As President of Public Galleries Queensland (PGQ), | am delighted to present the 2025 Annual
Report.

2025 has been a significant and energising year for PGQ, marked by sector-wide collaboration,
renewed professional connection, and the continued strengthening of Queensland’s public gallery
network. Continuing the Co-President role early in the year, and later assuming the Presidency in
August 2025, | have been proud to work alongside a deeply committed Board, and a membership base
whose generosity, insight, and shared purpose drive PGQ’s impact.

PGQ’s mission—to advocate for our galleries, strengthen sector capacity, promote excellence, and
maintain robust organisational governance —remains at the heart of our work. This year, our efforts
expanded through the delivery of professional development bursaries, targeted initiatives, and the
ongoing publication of PGQuarterly and PGQuickies, ensuring members remain informed, connected,
and supported.

A highlight of 2025 was the structured Directors Forum held at Rockhampton Museum of Art. The
Forum once again demonstrated the value of bringing our leaders together: sharing challenges,
celebrating achievements, and exploring the evolving role of regional galleries. The open, generous
exchange that emerged throughout the program—both within sessions and in the informal moments
between them—reinforced the strength and collegiality of our network.

This year also saw the Directors Circle Bursary renamed the Glenn R. Cooke Directors Circle Bursary,
honouring Glenn’s remarkable legacy in Queensland’s arts sector. PGQ is proud to continue supporting
professional development through this annual initiative, alongside our existing bursary programs.

| extend heartfelt thanks to our Board, members, partners, and supporters. PGQ operates
independently, with Directors volunteering their time and expertise, ensuring that member fees are
returned directly to sector support, professional development, and advocacy. Your trust and
contribution make our work possible.

As we look ahead, | remain committed to championing the vital role of public galleries across
Queensland. Together, we continue to build a strong, connected, and future-focused sector—one that
enriches communities, nurtures creativity, and strengthens cultural life statewide.
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Public Galleries Qld

122 Gerler Road
Hendra Qld 4011
Phone: 07 3059 9740
Fax: 07 3059 9748

VISION STATEMENT

To support excellence in the Queensland public gallery sector.

MISSION

Our Mission is:

1.

to advocate for and champion Queensland’s public galleries as vital cultural assets to the
communities they serve;

to strengthen and unify Queensland’s public galleries through building network capacity and
industry support;

to promote excellence in Queensland’s public gallery practice; encouraging growth in industry
and professional development opportunities for gallery staff, volunteers, management bodies,
and independent artists/curators; and

to ensure professional administrative services are delivered to members and clients through
best practice in human resource management, financial administration and accountability.
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Professional Development Bursary Program

In 2025, Public Galleries Queensland (PGQ) awarded $600 in Professional Development Bursaries,
using funds held in reserve for this purpose. PGQ offers these bursaries across three categories to
address the training and professional development needs of member galleries/museums, their staff
and volunteers, as well as individual arts workers with current PGQ membership:

- Individual bursaries for volunteers and paid staff to attend seminars, conferences or courses.

- Individual bursaries for independent artists and/or curators to assist delivering lectures, workshops,
or similar in partnership with a public gallery.

- Organisational Grants to assist public galleries to undertake various organisational initiatives.

The following bursary was awarded in 2025:

Recipient Organisation Initiative Awarded

Emma Collerton Redland Art Gallery | Assistance to attend 2025 Cairns $600
Indigenous Art Fair

PGQ 2025 Professional Development Bursary Report
Emma Collerton - Individual staff, Redland Art Gallery

The Cairns Indigenous Art Fair dazzled. Inspired by the work of Tony Albert, the Art Fair’s theme was
Pay Attention! —a Call to Arms. Exhibiting artists were encouraged to reflect on their experiences and
ponder: What does our future look like? Where are we now? Are we on the right track?

| worked closely with First Nations artist and designer Delvene Cockatoo-Collins on her survey
exhibition CREATE EXCHANGE: Wearing Country at Redland Art Gallery. Delvene presented a
collection of garments at Cairns Indigenous Art Fair’s LISTEN performance. The grant enabled me to
join Delvene behind the scenes and observe her wearable-art world.

The backstage aspect provided insight into runway operations, from how the garments are stored to
the ‘Look’ sheets that advise the models how the garments and accessories are to be worn. | met the
models, the wardrobe assists, witnessed Delvene’s attention to detail and the theatrical performance
of her wearable artworks on the runway. The experience filtered into the exhibition display at Redland
Art Gallery.

The abundance of talent witnessed — and the inspiring satellite exhibitions at Cairns Regional Art
Gallery and Northsite Contemporary — brought to my attention artists with whom | would like to
collaborate through exhibitions, performances or programs.
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Furthermore, it encouraged me to reflect and ponder collaborations with other regional art galleries.
Instead of a touring exhibition, there is the potential to develop exhibitions across venues. Like the
Cairns Art Fair, there could be an overarching theme with each gallery curating its response but
working collaboratively with artist selection, programming and overall marketing. It could be a
Queensland version of The National [Indigenous Art Fair] with a focus on regional art galleries and
activations, tapping into cultural tourism and art trails on a larger scale and programmed potentially at
the time of the Olympics.
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Image courtesy of Emma C/Ierton

Professional Development Opportunities & Other Initiatives
Directors Circle Bursary Initiative 2025
In 2025 PGQ Board of Directors were committed to providing professional development opportunities
for galleries and their staff. It was decided this year to offer bursaries to assist in the attendance of
PGQ members to travel to the 2025 PGQ Directors Forum in Rockhampton.
Recipients of Directors Circle Bursaries 2025:

- Matthew Jamieson, Monto Museum of Art ($500)

- Sarah Johnson, Qantas Founders Museum ($500)
- Daniel Qualischefski, Umbrella Studio Contemporary Arts ($500)
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Directors Circle Bursary — Change of Name

In 2025, it was decided by the PGQ Board that the DC Bursary be renamed the Glenn R. Cooke
Directors Circle Bursary.

PGQ Newsletter article
Anna Thurgood,
Engagement Officer, State Library Queensland & PGQ Board Member

In 2020, PGQ's Board of Directors decided to create a new bursary program, funded by donations
from their own wallets.

The Directors Circle Bursary was intended as a separate program to our usual bursaries, one which
could be more targeted and responsive while still focused on providing staff working in member
organisations with opportunities to pursue their professional development goals.

When well-known and much-loved art researcher and historian, curator, collector of the weird and
wonderful and avid gardener Glenn R. Cooke passed away in January this year, it was suggested at a
Board meeting that we rename our Directors Circle Bursary in his honour.

Glenn was known and loved by everyone on the Board of PGQ.

Although he was worldly and well-travelled Glenn understood regional Queensland better than most,
having been the son of a shearer, born and raised in Blackall. Always polite and always dressed in a
bright tropical shirt, he was exceedingly generous with his time, always happy to share his skills and
expertise with new and emerging curators. Glenn was Queensland Art Gallery's first Curator of
Decorative Arts, a position he held for 32 years until his retirement in 2013.

PGQ couldn't think of a more suitable person to name their special bursary after. Thanks to Glenn's

Estate, the Glenn R. Cooke Bursary will be offered yearly along with our other twice-yearly
professional development bursaries.

2
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Image: Glenn R. Cooke at home in his West En
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2025 PGQ Directors Forum: 5 September 2025

2025 called for a formal Directors Forum, as we rotate between ‘structured’ and ‘informal’ each year.
The Board invited Directors and 2ICs to attend a structured day’s program at the Rockhampton
Museum of Art (RMOA). Our thanks to RMOA Gallery Director Jonathan McBurnie and his team.

Report on 2025 Directors Forum
Kate Teed,
Gallery Director, Gympie Regional Gallery and PGQ Board member.

There’s a particular kind of energy that comes from gathering with peers who truly understand the
joys and challenges of running a regional gallery. The PGQ Director’s Forum is one of those rare
opportunities — every two years it offers a moment to pause, connect, and reflect with colleagues from
across Queensland. This year, we had the pleasure of coming together at the Rockhampton Museum
of Art.

It was a privilege to present alongside Billie-Jo
Ogilvie of Artspace Mackay and Eleanor
Palmer of Benevolent Living Rockhampton,
exploring how the arts continue to extend
‘Beyond the Gallery Walls’ to create deep and
meaningful engagement with new audiences. |
was especially inspired by Billie-Jo’s approach
- identifying long-term hurdles and patiently
chipping away at them until a beautifully
tailored program emerged, unique to her
community. These kinds of case studies go far
beyond audience development; they place
connection and co-creation at the heart of arts
programming.

The session on ‘The Future of Regional Galleries’ also struck a chord. It wasn't just about
infrastructure or funding, or the glitz and g Y

glamour of a new gallery building with all
the mod cons - it was about the human
side of embedding a gallery into its
community. Continuing to adapt and
move forward when contexts change and
learnings (or mistakes) are made. The
candid reflections from Jonathan
McBurnie of Rockhampton Museum of
Art, David Don of Home of the Arts
Gallery, and Sarah Thomson of Hervey
Bay Regional Gallery were refreshing. |
could have happily listened to them chat
all things regional galleries for days.

Image: Beyond the Gallery Walls Panel, (I-r) Tracey Heathwood, Kate Teed,
Eleanor Palmer, Billie-Jo Ogilvie.
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But for me, the real highlight was the conversations that emerged during the in between moments —
over dinner the first evenmg, when sessions turned to unprompted Q&A, climbing stairs during studio
- : visits at the Walter Reid Cultural
Centre, and at RMOA'’s exhibition
launch later that night. There’s
something deeply affirming about
hearing fellow arts workers speak
. openly about what’s working,
- what’s not, and how we’re all
navigating the same terrain on
different scales. The honesty in
discussion from politics and
infrastructure to community and
our own wellbeing, was just what
the doctor ordered as we race
closer to the end of the year and
begin looking to 2026.

Image: (I-r) PGQ Board members, Tracey Heathwood, Kate Teed & Claire Sourgnes, visit to Walter Reid Cultural Centre

It’s these kinds of events that fill the tank, spark new ideas, and remind me how lucky we are to be a
part of such a generous and knowledgeable network of regional galleries. I'm already looking forward
fo the next one.
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e-Newsletters

PGQ’s Board of Directors continued their e-newsletters. Published every three months and distributed
to all PGQ members, PGQuarterly, contains a message from the President, updates on relevant news
and happenings, links to useful resources and stories from our members. We encourage all members
to contribute their stories to share with colleagues and peers across Queensland.

PGQuickies are ‘newsflash’ emails containing specific pieces of news or updates on events or
happenings within the sector, relevant to our members.

rgQ

Public Galleries Qld

PGQuickie #22

Subscribe

2025 PGQ Bursary Program

PGQ is pleased once again to offer members a variety of bursaries for
professional development.

Round 1 of the 2025 PGQ bursary program closes 30 April 2025.

Image: Excerpt of PGQuickie, April 2025
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2025 Membership
Amalgamated Memberships

Bundaberg Regional Council
- Bundaberg Regional Art Gallery
- Childers Art Space

Cairns Regional Council
- Court House Gallery
- Mulgrave Gallery
- Tanks Arts Centre

Central Highlands Regional Council
- Bauhinia Bicentennial Art Gallery at Springsure
- Emerald Art Gallery

Cloncurry Shire Council
- Dr David Harvey-Sutton Gallery
- John Flynn Place Museum & Art Gallery

Fraser Coast Regional Council
- Gatakers Artspace
- Hervey Bay Regional Gallery

Maranoa Regional Council
- Injune Creek Gallery
- Mitchell on Maranoa Gallery
- Roma on Bungil Gallery
- Surat on Balonne Gallery

Moreton Bay Regional Council
- Caboolture Regional Art Gallery
- Pine Rivers Art Gallery
- Redcliffe Art Gallery

Scenic Rim Regional Council
- Boonah Regional Art gallery
- The Centre Beaudesert

Tablelands Regional Council
- Foyer Gallery
- Old Post Office Gallery
- Tableland Regional Gallery

Toowoomba Regional Council
- Crows Nest Gallery
- Rosalie Gallery
- Toowoomba Regional Art Gallery

Townsville City Council
- Perc Tucker Regional Gallery
- Pinnacles Gallery
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Western Downs Regional Council
- Dogwood Crossing, Miles
- Gallery107@Dalby
- Lapunyah Art Gallery

Single Organisational Memberships

Art from the Margins

Artisan

Artspace Mackay

Australian Catholic University Gallery
Banana Shire Regional Art Gallery
Benevolent Living

Bribie Island Community Arts Centre
Cairns Art Gallery

Caloundra Regional Gallery
Coalface Art Gallery

Gladstone Regional Art Gallery & Museum
Goondiwindi Art Space

Gympie Regional Gallery

Home of the Arts (HOTA)

Ipswich Art Gallery

Kingaroy Regional Art Gallery
Lockyer Valley Art Gallery

Logan Art Gallery

Monto Museum of Art

Munduberra Regional Art Gallery
Museum of Brisbane

National Trust of Australia

Individual Memberships

Noosa Regional Gallery

Northsite Contemporary Arts

Outback Regional Gallery

Qantas Founders Museum

Queensland Art Gallery | Gallery of Modern Art
Queensland Museum

Quilpie Museum & Gallery

Redland Art Gallery

Rockhampton Museum of Art

Somerset Regional Art Gallery (The Condensery)
Stanthorpe Regional Art Gallery

State Library of Queensland

Tambo Arts Council Inc (Grassland Art Gallery)
Texas Regional Art Gallery

Tweed River Art Gallery

Umbrella Studio Contemporary Arts

UMI Arts

Warwick Art Gallery

Wondai Regional Art Gallery

PGQ thanks all Individual Members who are not listed for privacy reasons.
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Museum & Gallery Services Queensland Ltd.

Museum & Gallery Services Queensland Limited (trading as Museums & Galleries Queensland or
M&G QLD) is the peak professional body for Queensland’s public museum and gallery sector. The
company was registered on 2 July 2004 and began trading on 1 October 2004. M&G QLD has two
company members: Australian Museums and Galleries Association Queensland (AMaGAQ) and the
Regional Galleries Association of Queensland Inc. (trading as Public Galleries Queensland).

To view M&G QLD’s extensive activities across the museums and galleries sectors over the past
year, visit their website: https://magsq.com.au/about-us/.

M&G QLD Board of Directors
In 2025, the M&G QLD Board comprised:

« Emma Bain, Sector Director (AMaGAQ), Public Officer

+ Terry Deen, Independent Director

« Karina Devine, Sector Director (PGQ)

+ Celestine Doyle, Independent Director

+ Peggy Kasabad Lane, Independent Director

* Andrew Moritz, Sector Director (AMaGAQ), Chairperson
+ Anna Thurgood, Sector Director (PGQ)

PGQ Sponsorships of GAMAAs
PGQ was proud to sponsor travel bursaries for GAMAA recipients to attend M&G QLD’s 2025

Gallery and Museum Achievement Awards (GAMAA) at the Museum of Brisbane on 9
September 2025.

Image courtesy of Museums & Galleries Queensland. Photo: Sarah Marshall, Jiriki Photography
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Acknowledgements

PGQ’s 2025 operations have been made possible through the generosity and support of many
individuals and organisations, including:

MUSEUMS & GALLERIES QUEENSLAND
AUSTRALIAN MUSEUMS AND GALLERIES ASSOCIATION (Queensland branch)

AUDITING SERVICES
Peter Ryan CA

FINANCIAL ADVICE
Brian Tucker CPA

ALL PGQ MEMBERS
PGQ thanks everyone who supported and contributed to the delivery of our operations in
2025, especially our valued members.

PGQ is an independent organisation. We pay no fees to a parent body and all board
directors volunteer their time. Keeping our operating costs to an absolute minimum ensures
we are able to return fees to members through our programs and advocacy work.

Our sincere apologies if anyone has been inadvertently omitted.
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